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The Radicalization of "Seeing"
An Attempt To Go Beyond Reflection
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Abstract: We intend to disclose the original intention of Husserl's
phenomenology as the radicalizing of the act of "seeing." Why
Husserl failed to further radicalize this philosophical knowing is
precisely because this radicalization requires to elucidate the nature
of and go beyond reflection as philosophical cognition. This reflection
is none but the self introspection presupposing the traditional subject-
object dichotomy. To overcome limits of the subjectivistic notion of
reflection we must achieve phenomenological epoch.6 on the
theoretical domain and even on the practical sphere. A parallel is
discovered between this radicalized phenomenological approach and
that of Zen philosophy for our future philosophical method.

In 1934 the late Eugen Fink published in Die Tatwelt an article entitled,
"Was will die Phanomenologie Edmund Husserls?" from whose title we
have inherited ours.1 Although Fink was well acquainted with the
unpublished manuscripts of Husserl, which have began to become known
to us now through publication of Husserliana, the basic conception of his
article was rather determined from the historical situation in which
Husserl was understood and criticized other philosophical points of view.

1 The original version of this paper was completed on April 26, 1988, and
was read at the 20th Husserl Circle meeting at Wilfred Luarier University,
Waterloo, Canada under the title "Was wollte eigentlich die Phanomenologie
Edmund Husserls."
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